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[bookmark: _GoBack]AIIS Supports USTR Decision to Eliminate Zeroing
Eliminates Threatened Retaliation
Falls Church, VA February 6, 2012 - USTR Ambassador Kirk announced to today in Geneva Switzerland that the US would eliminate the practice of zeroing in anti-dumping cases, ending a longstanding dispute with US trading partners and also eliminating threatened retaliation against US exports.  
 “AIIS is pleased that the USTR has finally agreed to eliminate a that has now been duly confirmed as unfair within the global trading community.  The elimination of zeroing, which illogically calculates anti-dumping duties by not taking higher priced imports fully into consideration, has been deemed in over a dozen WTO cases not to be consistent with WTO rules.  The practice of zeroing has long been one of the top concerns of AIIS and we believe that the USTR has acted correctly and wisely in complying with the WTO decisions for the overall benefit of American industry and the jobs it creates,” said David Phelps, president, AIIS.   
“Important to our economy, and as stressed in the USTR press release, this decision will eliminate the very real threat of retaliation by a number of US trading partners.  AIIS, which strongly supports President Obama’s export initiative and whose members are themselves increasingly engaged in the exportation of steel, is proud of its members’ efforts to increase exports of high quality American made steel to growing international markets.  Trade disputes and retaliation are a threat to job growth at a time that the US economy is emerging from the Great Recession and so the decision to comply with the WTO rulings was timely, said Phelps. 
In concert with the USTR decision, AIIS awaits the final DOC rules changes on zeroing.  
Finally, Phelps pointed out that, when all the data are in, steel exports for 2011 will have returned to within 4-5 percent of the record year of 2008.   “Steel exports are an increasingly important part of the landscape of our members,” concluded Phelps.  
The American Institute for International Steel is the only steel related association which supports free trade. The Institute accomplishes our mission through Advocacy, Networking, Communications and Education.
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