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Imports Increase in March

Semis Drive Increase
McLean, VA, April 27, 2010 –  Imports increased in March by 24.5% from February 2010 and by 27.9% from March 2009, based on preliminary reporting.  “Nearly 80% of the increase in imports from March 2009 came from increased imports of semifinished steel products used by the domestic industry to augment its melting capacity.  This clearly reflects the improved market conditions in the US,” said David Phelps, president, AIIS.  

“While the year to date totals show a 5.1% decline in import arrivals, the data for 2009 in January were much higher due to the final arrivals ordered at the end of the strong steel market in the Fall of 2008 and have skewed the year to date comparisons in 2010.  Indications are from the AIIS monthly importer survey that order taking is improving in response to customer demand and we expect that arrivals will begin to pick up in months to come,” concluded Phelps. 

Total Steel imports in March 2010 were 1.97 million tons compared to 1.58 million tons in February 2010, a 24.5% increase, and a 27.9% increase compared to March 2009. According to year-to-date figures, imports decreased 5.1% compared to 2009 or from 5.5 million tons in 2009 to 5.2 million tons in 2010. The data show that imported semifinished products increased by 492.4% in March 2010 as compared to March 2009. For the year-to-date period, semifinished imports increased from 390 thousand tons in 2009 to 1,140 thousand tons in 2010, a 192.3% increase, based on preliminary reporting.
The American Institute for International Steel is the only steel related association which supports free trade. The Institute accomplishes our mission through Advocacy, Networking, Communications and Education.
##

Steel Import Analysis, Preliminary
(000s of net tons) 

	U.S. Steel Imports 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 March 2010 
	 February 2010 
	 Percent Change 
	 March 2009 
	 Percent Change 

	 Total 
	                       1,970 
	                   1,582 
	24.5%
	                   1,540 
	27.9%

	 Japan 
	                         138 
	                     115 
	19.8%
	                     145 
	-5.0%

	 EU 
	                         318 
	                     213 
	49.5%
	                     236 
	34.9%

	 Canada 
	                         683 
	                     547 
	24.9%
	                     346 
	97.5%

	 Brazil 
	                         109 
	                       24 
	354.6%
	                       48 
	127.3%

	 Korea 
	                         109 
	                       98 
	11.3%
	                     135 
	-19.2%

	 Mexico 
	                         256 
	                     300 
	-14.8%
	                     127 
	101.3%

	 Russia 
	                           65 
	                       54 
	20.4%
	                       18 
	261.2%

	 China 
	                           58 
	                       46 
	27.0%
	                     196 
	-70.2%

	 Australia 
	                           56 
	                       48 
	17.1%
	                       20 
	181.0%

	 South Africa 
	                             6 
	                         3 
	83.7%
	                         1 
	451.0%

	 Indonesia 
	                             3 
	                         2 
	65.3%
	                         2 
	-67.4%

	 Turkey 
	                           48 
	                       46 
	5.4%
	                       90 
	-46.1%

	 Ukraine 
	                             1 
	                         - 
	#DIV/0!
	                         1 
	10.2%

	 India 
	                           40 
	                       36 
	10.2%
	                       83 
	-52.2%

	 Others 
	                           79 
	                       50 
	58.7%
	                       92 
	-13.8%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Cumulative Imports 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 YTD  2010 
	 YTD 2009 
	 Percent Change 
	
	

	 Total 
	                       5,214 
	                   5,497 
	-5.1%
	
	

	 Japan 
	                         334 
	                     394 
	-15.3%
	
	

	 EU 
	                         783 
	                     785 
	-0.2%
	
	

	 Canada 
	                       1,813 
	                     931 
	94.8%
	
	

	 Brazil 
	                         162 
	                     158 
	2.6%
	
	

	 Korea 
	                         358 
	                     546 
	-34.4%
	
	

	 Mexico 
	                         770 
	                     509 
	51.2%
	
	

	 Russia 
	                         210 
	                     303 
	-30.7%
	
	

	 China 
	                         171 
	                     905 
	-81.1%
	
	

	 Australia 
	                         171 
	                       74 
	131.4%
	
	

	 South Africa 
	                           12 
	                       16 
	-28.1%
	
	   

	 Indonesia 
	                             5 
	                         2 
	165.3%
	
	

	 Turkey 
	                         114 
	                     269 
	-57.4%
	
	

	 Ukraine 
	                             5 
	                       34 
	-85.0%
	
	

	 India 
	                         110 
	                     239 
	-54.1%
	
	

	 Others 
	                         195 
	                     332 
	-41.2%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Semifinished Imports 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 March 2010 
	 March 2009 
	 Percent Change 
	
	

	
	                         403 
	                       68 
	492.4%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 YTD  2010 
	 YTD 2009 
	 Percent Change 
	
	

	
	                       1,140 
	                     390 
	192.3%
	
	


�








