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Imports Decline in November
Strong Trend in 2011 Compared to 2010 Continues
Falls Church, VA, January 6, 2012 - Imports declined 10 percent in November compared to October, based on preliminary reporting by the government.  “While the preliminary import data have usually been reliable, the data for October were revised substantially, turning a decline based on preliminary data into an increase once the final data were released.  This gives rise to some level of uncertainty about the size of the reported decline in November.  Notwithstanding how much the preliminary data will be revised, we believe that these data reflect a pause in imports from slower more cautious buying on the part of consumers and distributors in the early fall period when prices were softening,” said David Phelps, president, AIIS.
 
Steel imports increased almost 20 percent in the 11 months of 2011 compared to the same period in 2010.  “With the exception of non-residential construction, steel markets have continued their slow slog back from the depths of the recession.  With the optimistic views that have been reported recently about this trend continuing in early 2012, we are hopeful that both domestic mills order books and import arrivals will strengthen in coming months,” concluded Phelps
Total Steel imports in November 2011 were 2.107 million tons compared to 2.340 million tons in October 2011, a 10 percent decrease, and an18 percent increase compared to November 2010. According to year-to-date figures, imports increased 19.9 percent compared to 2010 or from 22.058 million tons in 2010 to 26.438 million tons in 2011. The data show that imported semifinished products increased by 59.7 percent in November 2011 compared to November 2010. For the year-to-date period, semifinished imports increased from 4.706 million tons in 2010 to 6.185 million tons in 2011, a 31.4% increase based on preliminary reporting. 
The American Institute for International Steel is the only steel related association which supports free trade. The Institute accomplishes our mission through Advocacy, Networking, Communications and Education.

	Steel Import Analysis, Preliminary 
	
	
	

	 (000s of net tons) 
	
	
	
	
	

	 U.S. Steel Imports 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 November 2011 
	 October 2011 
	 Percent Change 
	 November 2010 
	 Percent Change 

	 Total 
	 2,107 
	 2,340 
	-10.0%
	 1,786 
	18.0%

	 Japan 
	 154 
	 162 
	-4.8%
	 103 
	49.8%

	 EU 
	 474 
	 368 
	28.8%
	 347 
	36.6%

	 Canada 
	 419 
	 590 
	-29.0%
	 464 
	-9.7%

	 Brazil 
	 183 
	 269 
	-32.0%
	 124 
	47.5%

	 Korea 
	 193 
	 214 
	-9.9%
	 153 
	26.0%

	 Mexico 
	 208 
	 180 
	15.7%
	 155 
	34.4%

	 Russia 
	 83 
	 50 
	65.3%
	 69 
	19.8%

	 China 
	 84 
	 117 
	-28.4%
	 70 
	19.6%

	 Australia 
	 34 
	 96 
	-64.4%
	 59 
	-42.1%

	 South Africa 
	 4 
	 7 
	-37.0%
	 17 
	-74.1%

	 Indonesia 
	 6 
	 3 
	83.7%
	 2 
	-58.2%

	 Turkey 
	 24 
	 58 
	-58.2%
	 37 
	-34.5%

	 Ukraine 
	 14 
	 29 
	-50.6%
	 15 
	-4.5%

	 India 
	 76 
	 44 
	72.8%
	 46 
	65.3%

	 Others 
	 151 
	 153 
	-1.3%
	 125 
	20.8%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Cumulative Imports 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 YTD  2011 
	 YTD 2010 
	 Percent Change 
	
	

	 Total 
	 26,438 
	 22,058 
	19.9%
	
	

	 Japan 
	 1,844 
	 1,338 
	37.8%
	
	

	 EU 
	 4,055 
	 3,937 
	3.0%
	
	

	 Canada 
	 5,629 
	 6,235 
	-9.7%
	
	

	 Brazil 
	 2,721 
	 804 
	238.4%
	
	

	 Korea 
	 2,634 
	 1,846 
	42.7%
	
	

	 Mexico 
	 2,700 
	 2,605 
	3.7%
	
	

	 Russia 
	 1,323 
	 1,306 
	1.3%
	
	

	 China 
	 1,152 
	 797 
	44.5%
	
	

	 Australia 
	 803 
	 517 
	55.4%
	
	

	 South Africa 
	 131 
	 103 
	27.6%
	
	

	 Indonesia 
	 50 
	 29 
	70.7%
	
	

	 Turkey 
	 651 
	 561 
	16.1%
	
	

	 Ukraine 
	 333 
	 118 
	182.5%
	
	

	 India 
	 745 
	 749 
	-0.5%
	
	

	 Others 
	 1,667 
	 1,113 
	49.8%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Semifinished Imports 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 November 2011 
	 November 2010 
	 Percent Change 
	
	

	
	 461 
	 289 
	59.7%
	
	

	
	 . 
	
	
	
	

	
	 YTD  2011 
	 YTD 2010 
	 Percent Change 
	
	

	
	 6,185 
	 4,706 
	31.4%
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